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above politics was due, and the elevation was as valuable to the
country as the accomplishment of it was difficult. The old army
had been above politics in the sense that it dominated them, and it
was difficult to readjust outlooks in the times of humiliation
when everything seemed to justify the reassertion by the military
element of its old power. The new army was rent with political
differences and personal jealousies; there was the problem of the
"Freikorps" now that the immediate need for them had passed;
there were the problems presented by types like Luettwitz and
Lossow; there were officers perpetually on the verge of indis-
cipline and even treason; there were officers who had their
political connections and sought to use them, and an army of
uncertain troops which had to be turned into the finest profes-
sional force in Europe. It was the reserved Seeckt who, after
the shock of the Kapp "putsch/' laid down the law that the
Reichswehr should be non-political and should be the servant
of a mystical "state" by becoming itself a mystical state within
the state, and till his retirement he had lived in an icy, aloof
Olympus of his own, maintaining rigidly a self-imposed silence
and steering a wary course guided solely by his own conception
of patriotism even when it involved the breaking of the law behind
the government's back. To him the Reichswehr was the nation
in embryo. It represented the last buttress of public order, the
sole defence of Germany against aggression, and it must be kept
intact at all costs for a great crisis. Only when it was a case of
the last necessity must its intervention be permitted by its chiefs,
It was a conception which his officers ended by accepting com-
pletely, with, however, not always permanent results as events
were to show, and as no occasion arose to put loyalty to a strain,
the Reichswehr passed for what in a real sense it was—a loyal
servant to the Republic as representing Germany.
In all that work he was aided with remarkable zeal by
Schleicher. But the subordinate went much further than his
chief. If the political situation perplexed the latter, it fascinated
the former. More sociable by nature but less stable than Seeckt,
he did not maintain the principle of non-politicalness for himself.
If he agreed with Seeckt that the army must not meddle in

